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Office Hours 

 
Monday – Thursday 

8:30am-4:30pm 
 

Friday 
8:30am-12:00pm 

 
 

Service Times 
 

Saturday Evening 
5:00pm 

 

9:30am Worship 

(May 26
th
-Sept. 1

st
) 

 
 

Website 
www.algonaumc.com 

 
Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

algonafirstunitedmeth
odistchurch 
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Iowa Annual Conference Report 

From June 7 to June 11, Chris Brown, Steve King, Pastor Regina Harrison, and Pastor Cindy 

Finn attended the Iowa Annual Conference at HyVee Hall in Des Moines, Iowa.  There was spiritual and 

spirited worship, music and legislation.  We observed the ordination of Elders and those pastors who had 

accomplished schooling to be provisional Elders and Associate Members of the Iowa Annual Conference.  

We remembered those who had died and churches that closed.  We celebrated the retirement of pastors 

whose service was so appreciated.  We heard uplifting and prophetic sermons and speeches. 

 We learned that there will be large cuts in the financial budget of the Iowa Annual conference 

this year and next.  The clergy and laity voted to disapprove of the Traditionalist plan adopted by the 

Special General Conference February of 2019.  We also voted on twelve clergy and laity delegates to the 

2020 General Conference which will be held in Minneapolis, MN in May of 2020 and we voted on 

twelve clergy and laity delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference which will be held in Fort Wayne, IN in 

July 2020.  We, also, voted on alternates for each of these conferences.  Legislation was discussed and 

voted on.  There were two topics to note.  First, the approval of selling Pictured Rocks United Methodist 

Church camp.  This will leave just two UM camps in the state of Iowa, Wesley Woods in Indianola, Iowa 

and Camp Okoboji at Lake Okoboji.  Second, the discussion of domestic abuse.  Our Millie stood up and 

told her story of spousal abuse at the hands of her then husband a clergy person.  She lifted the Algona 

First United Methodist Church as being a help and light in her time of need.     

 If you are interested in listening to podcasts of sermons and services from the Iowa Annual 

Conference, go to iaumc.org.      
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UMW NEWS 
FAITH-HOPE-LOVE IN ACTION 

 

The UMW Friendship Circle took a trip to Clear Lake on May 16th. They 
had lunch at the Ladybug and then they walked through the city 

gardens and went through the Arts Center. 
 

 

In June we honored all members who are 80 or more years young along with several who will be 80 by 

the end of the year.  We had a wonderful salad bar for lunch and fun program to honor those that were 

able to attend. We are honored to have 29 members in our UMW, a special thank you to Diana Crail who 

volunteered to plan the day and the program. 
 

July Bible Verse: Psalm 19:14 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, 
my rock and my redeemer. 

 
 

The UMW does 
not meet in 

July, enjoy your 
summer and we 
will see you at 

the August 
coffee on 8/1. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme for VBS this year could not 

be more true. Life is Wild! God is good!  

Each day we had a theme. The themes 

were: When life is unfair…. God is 

good! When life is scary...God is good! 

When life changes...God is good! When 

life is sad… God is good! 

 When life is good. God is good! 

Each night we started out with a meal 

together. Then we broke out into our 

groups and went to our rotations. We 

had 6! We ended the night all together in 

the sanctuary for Praise and Worship. 

It was a great week with an amazing 

group of volunteers and children who 

were full of excitement and energy for 

Jesus! Thank you to everyone who 

donated items, people who let us borrow 

their things and everyone who gave their 

time to make this VBS a success!  

 

I appreciate ALL of YOU!  

Kim Oldenkamp 
 



Worship is an essential and sacred part of all faith communities.  We learn this from scripture where examples of 

worship can be found in both the Old and New Testaments.  One of the passages that makes such an impact on me is 

from Revelation in the Fourth chapter.  It tells of the throne room of God where four living creatures with six wings 

and full of eyes constantly sing before God “Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is to 

come.”   When the creatures sing “glory and honour and thanks to the one who is seated on the throne, who lives for 

ever and ever,” twenty-four elders fall to their knees before God, take off their crowns and throw them before God.  

And then the elders sing, “You are worthy, our Lord and God to receive glory and honour and power, for you created 

all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”  This powerful worship scene gets me every time.  It is not 

a quiet scene of angels serenely playing harps.  This is intense, overwhelming, humbling praise before God and it 

makes me want to worship like this.  To give everything before the throne of God is true glorification of God.     

  Our worship is quite wonderful at Algona First United Methodist Church.  Our music, prayer and messages 

are intense and glorify God.  The Holy Spirit is moving and with us.  In any church, worship is the time when we not 

only give ourselves corporately and publicly to God, but also impact the largest amount of our members and 

constituents at once.  So we must be careful to choose worship times and styles that are meaningful and frankly, 

accommodate as many of our people as possible.  Having said this, I realize that if a hundred of our members were 

asked about worship times and styles we might receive a hundred different answers.  Which calls us to take care as we 

reexamine our worship.      

So, to think about the effectiveness of our worship times and styles, I began to talk to our Worship committee, 

our Christian Education committee, our Staff Parish Relations Committee, Administrative Council and many 

individuals from the congregation.  My questions were about why we worship the way we do and why certain people 

worship at certain times and ways.  I looked at where energy and people were during the week and came to the 

conclusion that we needed a Wednesday night worship service.  Then, the idea was taken to the committees to discuss, 

to look at times and schedules, to pray over and to develop a plan.  Below is the Wednesday Activities plan we 

presented to the Administrative Council for approval.  

5:15-6:15 Kid’s Club (with music time from 5:15-5:30 which allows those who can’t be there right at 5:15 time to arrive)  

                  Jr. High youth group 
                  Adult groups (This is time for Daniel Strong and other adult groups...possibly a  
                                            parenting group and/or a basic Bible study)  
6:15-6:45 Meal for kids and families (Freewill offering) 
6:45-7:15 Worship service (In the fellowship Hall) 
7:15-8:15 Sr. High youth group 

We would begin this schedule on September 11 just after Kick-off Sunday.  The Wednesday night service will consist 
of music, prayer, offering, message. Our hope is to design it to be deeply spiritual and meaningful.  And for it to be a 
bridge to our weekend worship services.  On Monday, June 24, the Administrative Council approved this worship 
service.   

As this was being discussed and planned over that last several months, we began to question the need for 
four worship services.  We knew that we would not want to change anything about the Saturday night service.  It is 
vibrant, well attended and filled with potential.  This left reexamining Sunday morning’s two worship services.  Our 
Staff Parish Committee and our Administrative Council both believe moving to one service on Sunday morning is a 
good use of our energy.  We all know how wonderful it is to worship with many in the pews opposed to just a few.  
So, moving to one service on Sunday is being discussed in Worship committee and in Christian Education, as well as, 
the Hospitality Committee.  Our hope is to have a plan approved by the fall.  In the meantime, we would like your 
thoughts not just about Sunday morning but about ideas for the ministries of our church, as well.  A questionnaire 
will be placed in the bulletins over the next four weeks.   

The questionnaire will ask these questions: 
  1)  What are your thoughts and suggestions for Sunday morning worship? 

 2)  What small groups would be meaningful to you or do you believe  

                   would be meaningful to others?  Would you be willing to lead a small     

                   group?   

               3) What ideas do you have for ministries to the community?    

As always I am open to talking with you about this and really, anything.  You are in my prayers and thoughts each and 

every day!!         

In Christ’s name, 

                                                                           

Pastor Cindy 



 

  
BULLETIN BOARD 

The August Flame 
Deadline: 

 

Monday July 22nd   
 

If you have information 
that you would like 

published in the August 
Flame please have it to 
the church office by the 

date above. 

Pork & Sweet Corn Supper 

Our 31st Annual Pork and Sweet Corn Supper 
will be Monday, August 5th from 4:30-6:30pm. 
We are serving a Bacon Wrapped Pork Fillet 
and Corn on the cob this year. We need 
everyone’s help again this year and we will have 
sign-up sheets available in the back of the 
church. If you would like to sell tickets, donate 
cucumbers, assist with set-up or clean-up, 
grilling pork fillets, working in the kitchen, 
helping in the dining room or drive-up we have 
a position for you!! This event is very rewarding 
and takes many hands, as it brings our church 
and the community together for a great meal 
along with supporting our mission projects 
throughout the year. We know you will choose 
to sign up after church services coming up in 
July. Thanks for all of your support and help to 
make this a fantastic event!  

*Proceeds will go toward church mission 
projects throughout the year  

Take care of the cucumbers that you planted earlier 
this season for the supper. We will need many donated 
cucumbers. We thank you.  

Pork Supper Committee: Jeremy & Kayla Walker, Dave 
& Danelle VanGorkom, Nate & Ivy Kitzinger 
 

 

 

Our Mission Committee is excited to offer you again farm 
fresh peaches from Colorado.  These wonderful peaches 
are handpicked and ripened in the orchard, not in the truck 
or on the store shelf.  The prices will be: 

Full box roughly 30-40 peaches for $40.00 
½ box roughly 15-20 peaches for $25.00 

If you have ordered in the past, we encourage you to ask 

your family & friends now for this worthy cause. You can 
order them by contacting the church office at 515-295-7241, 

which will save the committee time from having to contact 

you.  Payment will be due at delivery, sometime the first 

week in August.  All proceeds will go towards food 

packaging to be held November 10th, 2019. 

If any questions, contact Chair Judy Samp cell # 515-341-

4468 or 

Church office 515-295-7241. 

 

“SAVE THE 
DATE” 

Food 
Packaging 
November 
10, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Please 

wear your 

t-shirts! 



 

July’s Mission of the Month will be Hygiene Kits & Layette Kits.  These kits help disaster victims reclaim their dignity 
and self-respect.  When people can maintain personal hygiene, their overall health improves. 

HYGIENE KITS 
1 new hand towel (15” x 25” up to 17” x 27”) 1 new washcloth 
1 large, sturdy comb (at least 6” of teeth) 1 toenail or fingernail clipper 
1 bath-sized bar of soap in wrapper (No Ivory or Jergens) 
1 new adult size toothbrush in original wrapper 
10 adhesive bandages (3/4” x 3”)   
 

LAYETTE KITS 
6 cloth diapers     2 undershirts or onesies 
2 gowns or sleepers    2 infant size washcloths (No adult size) 
2 diapers pins-must have protective plastic closures 
2 receiving blankets – 28”x28” to 32”x32” 
1 sweater, sweatshirt or jacket-must be open from the front, may be hand-knitted, crocheted or sewn 

 

PLEASE NOTE: All items must be new and cannot be washed as they will no longer be considered new.  Contents of 
kits or the containers of kits should not be imprinted with cartoon characters, advertisements, religious, patriotic, 
military or camouflage symbols. 
 

There will be a bulletin board by the sanctuary displaying these kits.  If you wish to just make a donation, we will do 
the shopping for you. Just mark your donations for “Ingathering Kits”. 
 

Thank you for your continuous support in missions – the Mission Committee 
 

 

  

Notes from Pastor Regina: 
 
After church on Sunday, July 7

th
, I will be leaving to go to North Carolina for my Course of 

Study at Duke Divinity School.  On the trip down I am spending a few days in the mountains along 
the Blue Ridge Parkway for a short vacation.  I will be back in my office on Wednesday, July 31

st
. 

“Course of Study” is a five-year hybrid program of seminary classes that all full-time 
Licensed Local Pastors are required to take.  Each year I am required to complete four classes.  A 
weekend hybrid class involves 6-8 weeks of online pre-assignments including books to read and 
papers to write, followed by a residential weekend of lectures and assignments at the seminary.  
After the residential weekend there are another 4-6 weeks of assignments, final papers and final 
exams to complete.  I have completed two of these classes, Theological Heritage 1 and Formation 
and Discipleship. 

In the summer session, courses are offered for two full residential weeks in July.  I will be 
taking Bible 1-Interpretation, and Transformative Leadership to complete the requirements of my 
first year.   As with the weekend courses, I have 4-6 weeks of assignments to complete prior to 
class and 4-6 weeks of assignments, papers and exams after class.  One class is never complete 
before I have to begin assignments for the next class.  It can be intense at times but I am grateful 
to God for my call into pastoral ministry and for the opportunity to learn and grow and share what I 
learn in my ministry with you at First UMC.  If you have questions or are simply curious, please ask, 
I would be happy to chat with you.   

 
Love and Blessings,  

              Pastor Regina 
 
 

***********************************************************************************************************

* 



We All Have A Story 
 

You’ve probably heard me say, “Tell your story” over a dozen times.  And as long as I am a pastor here I 

guarantee that you will hear me say it again.  I encourage you to tell your story because I believe it is vital to our 

personal spiritual growth and the spiritual growth of others. 

Sometimes people need to hear your story of how you came to faith in Jesus Christ.  Sometimes they 

need to hear your story of how you triumphed over adversity by believing and trusting God and relying on God’s 

promises.  Sometimes God redeems your story by surrounding you with people who need to hear your past so it 

doesn’t become their future.  

Through the ages, God’s people have told and retold stories for the benefit of future generations.   

Scripture is replete with stories that transformed many lives.  Jesus taught by telling stories, often in parables.   

 

You are the only one who can tell your story.  You have the privilege of sharing the good news of what 

Christ has done for you. 

When I was 29, with three children under the age of seven, I separated from my husband, and after a year 

was divorced.   For almost a year I did not receive child support and my income alone was not enough for me to 

fully provide for my family.  I’m a very frugal person by nature but when you’re in a situation like I was in you 

learn to pinch a penny until Lincoln screams!  

My two older children were in elementary school and qualified for free lunch.  I was able to set that up so 

they wouldn’t know; I wanted to shield them from any embarrassment.   

I did the best I could to feed my children at home but there was one particular time that we had no food 

left in the pantry.  I prayed even more fervently than I had already been praying and I remained as obedient to 

God as I possibly could.  That very day the doorbell rang and when I opened the door a lady was standing there 

with two paper bags overflowing with groceries in her arms.  I had never met the lady but knew that our 

daughters were in the same kindergarten class.  She introduced herself and told me that she had no idea if we 

even needed the food but that God had laid it on her heart to buy groceries and bring them to us.  I stood in the 

doorway, tears pouring down my face.  God is SO faithful and good!   

It was a very tough time in my life and I share this story not for your sympathy; I share this story because 

there are others who may be in similar situations that need to hear that God keeps God’s promises and will 

provide for us.  There are also others who may hear the story who are in the position to be God’s helpers like my 

new friend was to me.   

Sharing our experiences is transformational, even lifesaving, for us and the one to whom we are sharing.   

If we don’t tell our stories, how will we reach others?  In an essay, author Scott Russell Sanders wrote, “I 

choose to write about my experience not because it’s mine, but because it seems to me a door through which 

others might pass.”   

We all have God stories but they are not ours to keep.  God gives us stories to tell.  It is our opportunity to 

reach and impact someone else that you may never have realized needed to hear your particular story.  God wants 

us to tell our stories for the edification of the body of Christ.  This is part of obeying Jesus’ command to “Love 

One Another.”  This is part of what it is to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Author Ann Kroeker wrote “Our stories, ultimately, aren’t only about us; they’re worthy of passing on 

because we can convey and validate God’s faithfulness and goodness in our lives.  People can hear our stories 

and respond not only with ‘you, too?’ but also, ‘so that’s how you got through.’  Our own lives are unfolding 

every day as stories worth telling.”   

 

What’s your story? 

 

Below is the link for the complete article by Ann Kroeker.  It is enlightening and I encourage you to read it. 
https://byfaithonline.com/whats-your-story/ 

 

 

On the journey with you,  

Pastor Regina 

  

https://byfaithonline.com/whats-your-story/


 
 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

First United Methodist Church 

201 E. Nebraska St. 

Algona, IA 50511 

 

  

   

  

 

 

 



 

 


