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February 2019 

 

 
Office Hours 

 
Monday – Thursday 

8:30am-4:30pm 
 

Fridays 
8:30am-12:00pm 

 
Service Times 

 
Saturday Evenings 

5:00pm 
 

Sundays 
8:30am Traditional 

10:45am 
Contemporary 

 
Sunday school 

9:45am 
 

Website 
www.algonaumc.com 

 
Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ 

algonafirstunitedmeth
odistchurch  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special Conference… 
 
A special General Conference of the United Methodist Church will be held 
February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. Representatives from each 
conference of the United Methodist church will meet together to hear and act 
on a report from the Commission on a Way Forward. The 32 member 
commission was appointed by the United Methodist Council of Bishops and by 
the General Conference in 2016 to “examine paragraphs in the Book of 
Discipline concerning human sexuality and to explore options to strengthen the 
unity of the church.” 
 
To learn more about this general conference and the topic at hand please visit 
these websites: 
www.iaumc.org (open the GC2019 tab) 
www.umnews.org/en/news/seeing-a-way-forward 
www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session 
 
For those who do not follow online, during the month of February, Pastor Cindy 
will have available information for you to read. If you have other questions 
about the special general conference, please feel free to contact Pastor Cindy 
or Pastor Regina. 
 

 

 

The church is in the process of setting up and putting together a 

new Life Touch church directory booklet. Please look for more 

information to come your way the end of February. 
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It’s that time again.   We are planning VBS! We have decided to go back to the old way and do VBS by 
ourselves with our wonderful volunteers in our church family. Instead of hiring Okoboji Lutheran Camp. Our 
theme this year is ROAR! Life is wild. God is good!  Camp this year will consist of 6 rotations (20 minutes 
each) that will keep kids busy and moving.  
 
They are:  
Wild Bible Adventures (Bible story) 
Crafts 
Kid Vid Cinema 
Stampede Sports 
Imagination Station (Science) 
Sing and Play Roar (Praise and worship)  
 
We hope to see your children and grandchildren!  
 
*If you would like to volunteer let the Church Office know or myself Kim Oldenkamp 712-348-4497 
 
Thank You!  
 

Kid’s Club and Sunday school are back on track!  I 
know the weather is frightful but we are so excited to 
get back into the swing of things.   In January we 
talked about courage and how to be brave with the 
help of God.  God will never leave us!  We made lions 
out of paper plates and lions out of graham crackers 
with frosting and pretzels.  The symbol of the lion 
helped us to remember to be brave like a lion in tough 
situations that might occur.  Speaking of lions.... our 
VBS theme will be ROAR!!!!  Kim Oldenkamp has 
already been busy getting volunteers, making 
decorations and props for the sanctuary.  The dates 
will be June 3-6th.  The time will be from 5:30-8:00pm.  
This will be church family run like we have done in the 
past years.  So look for ways you can help or donate.   
Some dates to be aware of February 27th no kids 
club due to no school.  March 13th we will have 
kid’s club even though we have an early out due to 
spring break.  March 27 no kid’s club due to no 
school.   
 
Stay Warm, 

Lisa Louscher 
  



 
 

 

 

  

If you would like to be a part of the telephone 
prayer chain group, please let the church 
office know so we can get you added. We need 
this to be updated  
 
Thank you 
Office Staff 

A Note from your Trustees: 
 
Dear fellow members,   
 
      Our Trustees want to let everyone know our 
Accessibility Project campaign has been 
completed!!  We thank everyone for your gifts of 
prayers, money, time and talent that allowed us to 
complete a project that we all agree was long 
overdue!!  We see it used so much on a daily basis.   
Thank you to everyone!!!  We are also now looking 
forward to making more things happen in 2019!   
 
Your trustees! 

 

UMW NEWS 
 

Monthly Meetings 
 
Thursday Feb. 7th     11:15am Exc. Meeting 
    12:00pm General Meeting 
 
Thursday Feb. 21st             1:30pm Friendship Circle 
    7:00pm Charity Circle 
 

1 Peter 5:7 

Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you. 

FAITH-HOPE-LOVE IN ACTION 

We would like to thank the members of FUMC for the support shown during the month of 
December for our 2nd Annual Cookieless Cookie Walk.  Because of your generosity, we are 

able to give a donation of $650 to the Kossuth County Cancer Support Foundation.  We 
have lost many members of our church family to cancer, so this is one small way to assist 

others with the expenses they incur. 
 

Thanks again,  
 

United Methodist Women 
 
 ***************************************************************************************************************** 

 

Inclement Weather 
In cases of inclement weather during 
the week and on weekends for worship, 
please look to the following resources 
for closings and cancellations: 
 
The church website: 
www.algonaumc.com 
Facebook, KCCI and KLGA 
 
We are working on an email version for 
these types of announcements as well.                                                                                                                                       
 

The church follows all school closings 
and delays. 

http://www.algonaumc.com/


Every February, as I was growing up, my grandmother would give me a love gift for Valentine’s 
Day.  I would receive a box of conversation hearts and red socks.  Grandma was so excited to give 
these gifts because of her love for me.  She would say when you wear these socks remember how 
much I love you.  I have kept this same tradition with my children only I don’t necessarily give them 
socks usually something small that they can use or wear all year long to remind them of my love for 
them.   

Valentine’s Day is often the time of year when we think of the heart.  Our thoughts become 
romantic as we think of our sweetheart and filled with love as we think of family and friends.  It is 
interesting that the heart is not generally described in this manner in scripture.  The heart is the 
center of our human morality and spiritual being.  The heart contains not only our feelings but also 
our “intelligence and wisdom.”  Today we might call this our conscience.  

 To describe the heart in this manner is a more holistic way of talking about persons as spiritual 
beings because it includes the mind, body and spirit.  We could say the heart is at the center of our 
being.  Talking about the heart in this way makes scripture like Ephesians 3:16-17 much more 
meaningful.  The Apostle Paul writes, I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  The heart is “the place where 
we come face to face with God, where the grace of the Spirit is active.”   

My child, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways. Proverbs 23:26  
This passage is a reminder that we are to give our whole being to God.  One of my favorite ancient 
writers, Pseudo- Macarius, who was thought to possibly have been a Syrian monk of the fourth 
century, writes about these ideas.   He shares in one of his sermons, “The heart is but a small vessel, 
yet dragons are there, and there are also lions; there are poisonous beasts and all the treasure of evil.  
There also are rough and uneven roads; there are precipices.  But there too is God, the angels, the life 
and the Kingdom, the light and the apostle, the heavenly cities and the treasure of grace—all things 
are there.”  When nurtured in the ways of God our hearts can be a place of grace and love; however, if 
left untended our hearts can be filled with darkness and sadness.  The care of our heart is done 
through intentionally placing our being in experiences which allow us to encounter the divine.  When 
done often the heart grows and transforms.  It is through the heart that we experience grace and 
where that grace renews us body, mind and soul.  It is then through this grace-filled transformed heart 
that God sends us into the world to share it with others.   
 Sadly this year conversation hearts will not be available because the company that made them 
has been bought and the new company will not have enough made for this year but will for next.  Even 
so, I will still give a love-gift to my children and grandson.  My love gift to you is this passage from 
Romans.  Place it on your refrigerator or in your car or somewhere that you will see it often to remind 
you of God’s love for you.  Romans 8:38-39 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.      
 

In the love of Christ,  
Pastor Cindy 
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Did you know that in 
2018, it cost 
$25,513.07 in utilities 
for our facilities? That 
means that $490.64 
each week is needed 
to keep the lights on, 
keep the building 
warm in the winter 
and cool in the 
summer. 

First United Methodist Church 

201 E. Nebraska St. 

Algona, IA 50511 

 

  

   

  

December Financial Notes 
  

Receipts  Expenses Pos/Neg 

Year: $304,193.23  $344,644.68 -$40,451.45 

 

 

Available Cash December 31, 2018:  $28,038.75 

Apportionments Paid through:      December  

Apportionments Payments per Month: $5,058.00 

Mission Spotlight 

In 2016, CWS distributed thousands of blankets 
around the world. From July to October 2017, 2,755 
blankets were distributed just in the USA alone. You 
can be part of an even greater response in 2017. You 
will reach families fleeing their homes, recovering from 
disaster and more around the world.  Simply mark 
your donation to be designated for CWS Blankets.   

We thank you in advance for your ongoing support of 
missions locally and worldwide!  

…Your Mission Committee 

 



 

 


