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Volunteers Needed! 

See the attachment to find where your talents can 
be best utilized. Then sign up at the back of the 
Sanctuary or call the church office. 
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  UMW NEWS 

 

FAITH-HOPE-LOVE IN ACTION 

Monthly Meetings 
 
Thursday Aug. 2nd   10:00am UMW Fun Day 
    Kossuth/Humboldt groups 
 
Thursday Aug. 16th             1:30pm Friendship Circle 
    7:00pm Charity Circle 
 

Romans 12:8  

“If your gift is to encourage others, be 
encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If 
God has given you leadership ability, take the 
responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift 

for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.” 

UMW Sunday will be Sunday  
 

August 26
th

 
 

With guest speaker Diane Nall 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

UMW Fun Day! 

 

Thursday August 2nd @ 10:00am 

Hosted by Kossuth and Humboldt county 
UMW groups 

First United Methodist Church fellowship 

hall 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We had another successful vacation bible school! This could not have been done without the donations of food, 
time from our church family, and the many volunteers that came.  Kim Oldenkamp was in charge of VBS this 
year and she went all out.  Calling volunteers, helping me with making amazing decorations and being there 
every day making sure things go smoothly.  Our education committee covered all the bases and made sure food 
was donated, meals planned, and the kitchen was staffed, reminders sent and P.R. was done on the radio. A big 
thanks to Carrie Gatton, Rebecca Lewis, Iola Checkering, and Darlene Goodrich. We had a final head count of 
77 kids.  This is our second year teaming up with First Lutheran Church and hiring Ingham Okoboji camp to run 
the games, songs, skits, bible verses and keeping the kids focused on learning about God and having fun.  Tricia 
Wartick and Kerrie Young, and volunteers from the Lutheran church helped out with the Pre-schoolers.  This was 
a large group and we were so thankful for the time they gave up to help us out for the week.   It takes a village 
and we are blessed with such a wonderful church to help our little ones learn about God! 
 



 
 

  
BULLETIN BOARD 

Prayer Class 
led by Pastor Cindy 

Sundays, July 15 through August 17 
3-4 pm 

Algona First United Methodist Church 

August 5 Healing Prayer 
August 12 Anglican Prayer Beads 
August 17 Prayer Flags 

Over a six week period, come and explore different 
types of prayer and different ways of praying.  Someof you 
may resonate with and others you may never want to do again.  
The idea is to try a new way of prayer to strengthen your 
existing prayer life.  So join us Sunday afternoons, July 15 
through August 17 from 3-5pm.  If you have questions, call 
Pastor Cindy at 515-777-6077.   
  
 

 Kids Club and all Youth Groups will start: 
Wednesday Sept. 26th 

 

Meal for all from  
5:30-6:00pm 

 
K-5

th
 Grades 

6:00-7:00pm 
 

Middle School Youth  
6:00-7:00pm 

 
High School Youth 

7:00-8:00pm 

 

Chancel Choir 

Chancel Choir will resume practices on Wednesday, August 15 at 5:30 

pm.  

Chancel Choir is a fun group of men and women of all ages who sing 

together in praise of God, and believe that music has the power to reach 

peoples' hearts with the love of Christ. 

We sing 2-3 Sundays a month from September - May at the 8:30 am 

Traditional service.  We practice each Wednesday from 5:30-6:30 pm in 

the Sanctuary.  (Please note the time change from last year!!)   We sing a 

variety of styles from traditional sacred music to gospel music to 

spirituals.  The Chancel Choir usually presents a cantata with the Upper 

Room Ringers during the Advent season, and joins with the Presbyterian 
Church for a musical during Holy Week.  

We are looking to expand our numbers and add new people, so if 

you've ever thought about joining, now is the time to come and see 

what we are about!!   

 

Upper Room Ringers 
The Upper Room Ringers bell choir will begin rehearsals on 

Wednesday, August 15, at 6:30pm 
The Upper Room Ringers are a group of handbell ringers of all ages 

that enjoy making music, being in fellowship, and worshiping God 

together.   We use bells to enrich congregational worship. 

 

We ring 1 Sunday a month from September - May at the 8:30am 

Traditional service.   Practices are held on Wednesdays from 6:30 - 

7:15pm (Please note the change of time from last year!!).  Rehearsals 

are held in the upper room of Wesley Hall (up the stairs outside the east 

Sanctuary doors).  The Upper Room Ringers traditionally present a 

cantata with the Chancel Choir during the Advent season. 

 

While helpful, it is not necessary to read music to ring handbells.  The 

music is marked in a way that anyone can play.  We often say if you 

know your left hand from your right, you can ring.   If you've been 

interested but not sure if you could do it, come to a rehearsal and check 

it out!   

 

Upcoming Charge Conference Dates 

Charge Conference Orientation 

Tuesday Sept. 4
th

 6-8pm 

Faith United Methodist 

Humboldt, IA 

 

Charge Conference 

Sunday Oct. 7
th

 2-4:30pm 

Eagle Grove United Methodist 

Eagle Grove, IA 

There will be a blessing for students and teachers 
for their backpacks and bags for the upcoming 
school year. We will pray for you during, either the 
Saturday Aug. 18th or Sunday Aug. 19th worship 
services. 

 

Dear First UMC Family, 
I want to express my gratitude to you for the warm 
welcome, love and support I have received since 
moving to Algona.  It is my joy and honor to begin my 
pastoral ministry with you and I am thankful to God 
for leading me here.  I am humbled to serve as your 
new Associate Pastor and look forward to getting to 
know each of you personally as we walk this path 
together.  I am very grateful for this opportunity to 
work with Pastor Cindy and I’m excited to see where 
the Holy Spirit leads us as a church.  
You are welcome to stop by my office most any time.  
I can be reached at the church or on my cell phone @ 
641-780-5122.   
On the journey with you,  
Pastor Regina 
 Office Hours 

Monday’s by appointment 
Tuesdays 9:00am-12:00pm 

Wednesday’s by appointment 
Thursday’s 2:00pm-5:00pm 



 

  

Mildred, the church gossip and self-appointed arbiter of the church's morals, kept sticking her nose in 
the other members' private lives.  Church members were unappreciative of her activities, but feared her enough 
to maintain their silence.  She made a mistake, however, when she accused George, a new member, of being 
an alcoholic after she saw his pickup truck parked in front of the town's only bar one afternoon.  She 
commented to George and others that everyone seeing it there would know what he was doing.  George, a man 
of few words, stared at her for a moment and just walked away. He didn't explain, defend, or deny; he said 
nothing.  Later that evening, George quietly parked his pickup in front of Mildred's house... and left it there all 
night! 

Oh, Mildred!  Now you will be the subject of gossip.  One might say that she received what she 
deserved.  I say there is never room for hurtful gossiping and scripture has made it very clear.  “Let no evil talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give 
grace to those who hear.” (Ephesians 4:29)  Conversations must always be encouraging and grace-filled.  They 
must never tear down or destroy. Even tough conversations must be filled with tact and mercy. Unthinking and 
uncaring words can hurt worse than any physical lashing because the memory of words can last a life time.   

Many of us have been the subject of gossip and many of us have been the one spreading gossip.  In 
Hebrew, the word for ‘gossip’ is translated as a person who is a talebearer or scandal-monger.  A gossip is 
someone who reveals secrets and information about others that is not theirs to share.  A gossip is someone 
who spreads information without checking the facts.  Gossiping is about making one feel better by making 
another appear poorly.  Cruel gossiping is about discrediting another person because according to the gossiper 
he/she deserves it.  Gossiping is about power.   

When I was in college, one of my good friends was the recipient of some nasty gossip.  She was a very 
intelligent person who didn’t need to study because she could pick up information and retain it quickly.  I was, of 
course, jealous of this.   Our first summer, she stayed on campus to help with summer classes and lived in a 
coed dorm.  When school started again in the fall, I noticed that people were talking about her.  Somehow over 
the summer, she acquired the reputation of being easy, if you know what I mean.  This simply was not true, yet 
people talked.  By winter, the gossip had grown.  Rumors were spread about her sexual identity, about how she 
had stolen money from the college, about how she was controlling the entire math department (we were math 
majors) and about how she was failing all of her classes.  The sad part was that not one of the rumors was true.  
And, people who were close to her began to believe them rather than ask her about the truth.  As time went the 
rumors became bigger and more outrageous.  My friend left college before the second semester of her 
sophomore year because the stress and anxiety of it all became too much.  I stayed in contact with her for a 
year or two and then lost track of her.  As the years have gone by I have thought now and then about her and 
wished I had done more to help her.    

Lately, here in our beautiful town of Algona, I have heard people gossiping and spreading rumors.  
Sadly, some of them have been in our own church which breaks my heart.  The gossiping and the rumors have 
been about all kinds of different things and about different people, so I am not going to go into detail about what 
I have heard because in doing so I will be spreading rumors myself.  My purpose in sharing this with you is two-
fold.  First, to hopefully open eyes and make us more aware of our words and their power.  “Death and life are 
in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits.” (Proverbs 18:21)  “If any think they are 
religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless.” (James 1:26)   We 
must take care that our tongues are tamed by our brains and our care for others.  Even if we think what we are 
saying is true, we must not repeat it.  If we truly believe that we are to love God and love neighbor, then hurtful 
gossip and rumors have no place on the Christian’s tongue.  

The second purpose is to give you some ways to avoid gossip and spreading rumors.  Think before 
talking.  I call it the Thumper rule.  You remember the Disney classic “Bambi.”  The cute bunny, Thumper says, 
“If you don’t have something nice to say don’t say anything at all.”  Most of us don’t think of ourselves as 
gossips, yet words come out that we did not mean to say when we are caught up in conversation with others.  It 
is easy to participate, when the person you are talking to is saying things about others.  So, rather than joining 
in, offer something good about the one being gossiped about or redirect the conversation to something else 
equally interesting, like Star Trek.  All kidding aside, what if we all decided we would not participate in spreading 
rumors?  Or, better yet, what if we offered to contact the person who is being gossiped about to learn the truth 
or offer our thoughts and prayers.   

If I have still not convinced you that hurtful gossiping and spreading rumors is inappropriate for anyone.  
As followers of Jesus Christ we must remember that he said “In everything do to others as you would have them 
do to you” (Matthew 7:12).  None of us wants to be the one talked about in an insensitive way.  None of us 
wants to be known as the town gossip or the church gossip either.  So love God and love neighbor in the way 
you want to be loved and in the way God expects of us.   

I pray for you and love you all! 

                                      Pastor Cindy 
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June Financial Notes 
  

 Receipts  Expenses Pos/Neg 

May:      $18,965.35 $34,724.48 -$15,759.13 

Year: $150,552.73 $181,423.28 -$30,870.55 

 

 

Available Cash June 30, 2018:  $37,477.79 

Apportionments Paid through:      December  

Apportionments Payments per Month: $5,058.00 

August Mission of the month is: 

 
UMCOR School Kits  

·       One pair blunt scissors 
o   Round tip only 
o   No plastic scissors 

·       One box of 24 crayons 
o   Only 24-count boxes are accepted 

·       Three one-subject notebooks 
o   No marble composition books 
o   No 3 or 5-subject notebooks 

·       One pack of loose-leaf paper 
o   100-200 page packets are acceptable 
o   Wide or college rule accepted 

·       One hand-held pencil sharpener 
o   1-inch or longer 
o   Remove from packaging 

·       One ruler 
o   12 inches or 30 centimeters long 
o   Sturdy or flexible material accepted 

·       Six unsharpened pencils 
·       One eraser 

o   Two inches or larger 
·       One two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag 

 
Assembly Directions 

·       Stack all paper items on top of each other. 

·       Place all loose items on top of paper. 

 (Small loose items may be placed in a smaller re-sealable bag.) 

·       Place kit inside of re-sealable bag and seal. 
 
 

 

http://www.coolfundraisingideas.net/


 

 


